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Education in Rome

[image: image2.jpg]The most important skill students in Rome learned was to be a good speaker. They started school early, even before sunrise. Students were required to take candles to use to see their work. They had a break for lunch and a “siesta” (nap) time in the afternoon. School lasted until late in the afternoon.
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Girls didn’t go to school. Their mothers taught them at home. There they learned to weave, spin and sew.
Clothes
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The early Romans wore togas. Togas were like white sheets wrapped around the body. They were not comfortable and were cold so togas fell out of style quickly. The next style was a tunic. A tunic was like a long t-shirt. Both men and women wore sandals.
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The Coliseum was a huge public entertainment center. It could seat 45,000 spectators. Ancient Romans gathered in the Coliseum to watch battles between gladiators, and battles between men and wild animals. This is where they threw people to the lions! They thought that was entertaining. Sometimes they flooded the Coliseum with water to hold naval battles.
Roman Roads:
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The Romans built thousands of miles of roads to connect every part of the empire to Rome. Some of the roads were still used until about 100 years ago! Sometimes, instead of building new roads, modern engineers simply paved over many of the old Roman roads. The Romans were wonderful road builders.
Chariots

Roman soldiers sometimes rode to battle in chariots. However, most chariot racers were slaves. They held chariot races in a circus, which means oval.  The Circus Maximums was the largest circus in the capital city of Rome.
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