How can using a document camera support teaching?

All students in the class can see what you are showing at the same time, rather than having to pass an object around the room. Students can focus attention on what you are showing as you talk about it.

There is no distracting light. The light is focused on the work surface so no one (instructor or student) is blinded by the light cast into the room.

How can using a document camera help you?

You can place a regular sheet of paper or even a blank transparency sheet on the working surface of the document camera instead of using the chalkboard, to write notes.

There is no need to make transparencies in advance to accompany your lecture. (If you already have transparencies, you can still use them with the document camera. You might need to turn the light off to eliminate reflections.)

[image: image1.emf]
You can display:

• Text

• 3-D objects as small as a thumbtack or as large as a book

Text

You can show any document, i.e. book and newspapers. When creating a document to project with a document camera use big simple text. Fonts without serifs, like Ariel, are easiest to read. Font size should be 14 or larger. If you show text from documents with smaller type, zoom in on the words you are showing instead of showing the whole paper.

On the camera head:

• Press the button with one person shown to zoom in.

• Press the button with 3 persons to zoom out.3-D Images
The document camera allows you to do many things that an overhead projector can't.

• Show 3-dimensional objects that students otherwise would not be able to see clearly.

One professor puts a lizard on the working surface and helps the whole class observe how the lizard moves.

A statistics professor rolls dice on the working surface so students can view the results.

• If objects need to be seen from the side (like a glass of liquid) or are too big to be placed on the working surface, the camera head and the light of the document camera can be turned toward them. Hold the object (space permitting) in front of the desk and tilt the camera head towards it. Whatever the head is pointed at is projected for the class. In this way a document camera can be used like a video camera on a tripod, for recording people, large graphics, pictures or charts in a room

